MINUTES for August 30, 2024

BOARD of CHEROKEE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’
CHEROKEE COUNTY, KANSAS

CONVENE

Chairman Cory Moates called the regular session of the Cherokee County Board of Commissioners (the Board), to order at
8:30 AM on Friday, August 30, 2024, in the Commission Room, #109 of the Cherokee County Courthouse located at 110 W
Maple St., Columbus, Kansas. County Commissioner Cory Moates opened the meeting with prayer followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance. Commissioners Cory Moates, Lorie Johnson, Myra Frazier, County Clerk Rebecca Brassart, County Counselor
Jake Conard, and News Report owner Larry Hiatt were present along with a large group of taxpayers.

APPROVAL of PAYROLL ' ‘
Commissioner Johnson motioned to approve the payroll as presented. Commissioner Frazier seconded the motion. The motion
passed unanimously.

APPROVAL of PAYABLES '
Commissioner Frazier motioned to approve the payables as presented. Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion. The
motion passed unanimously.

SOLAR ENERGY

A large group of taxpayers gathered to discuss the solar energy projects that have been proposed for Cherokee County.
County resident Brett Warstler addressed the crowd stating his reasons for being against the project and informed the large
group of research he has done and why the county should not have solar.

County resident Gary Brown stated his opposition to the solar energy farms as well.

Dr. Brian Ipson, who is a landowner in Cherokee County, but not a resident of the county spoke on his reasons that solar farms
should be allowed. He stated that he has signed a contract with one of the solar companies. Dr. Ipson spoke on setbacks, height
and reasonable security bond.

County resident Jim Gaither spoke against the solar farm and informed the group of how this will reduce the value of the
properties that will set around these solar farms. Gaither went on to state that the commissioners are voices for the county and
the community.

County resident and water district operator Matt Napier addressed the group and informed them of how the solar farms will
contaminate the water.

County resident Matt Atkinson explained to the group why he moved his family back to Cherokee County. He stated it was due
to a family legacy of farming which he hoped to continue with his children. He said he had been approached by the solar
company and felt he had been lied to by them. He told them he was not interested, and they kept trying to go around him and
speak to his grandfather in hopes that the grandfather would sign.

Jim VonWeddell also a lifelong resident of Cherokee County spoke to the group regarding his opposition to the solar farms. He
stated that his daughter and son in law, along with his grandchildren will be forced to live by one as their neighbor has already
signed a contract with a solar company.

Dale Scott, also a resident of Cherokee County informed the group of different studies that have been done regarding solar
energy. The Scotts have already contracted a little less than 160 acres to solar.

Hutto Farms, a large family-owned farming operation in Cherokee County stated that they are against the solar farms and when
approached early on had told the solar energy companies that they were not interested.

Rosalee Lopp, a lifelong resident of Cherokee County addressed the group stating numerous health concerns regarding the
solar farms. Along with the issue that it will cause to the states food production as there will be less ground to produce corn,
wheat and soybeans. Lopp addressed the Board directly by asking how much research they had done and what regulations
they were looking at as far as setbacks.

Ralph Houser, also a lifelong resident of the county stated that society thinks that everything needs to go green. He stated that
people don’t realize where food comes from. He informed the large group that 75% of solar panels are made in China.



Jamie Jackson, a resident of the county stated that her niece had signed a contract as well. Jamie stated that she can now see
how this can affect family legacies and that she is for the regulations.

Jason and Becky Spainhower, residents of the county informed the group that they had just purchased their home thinking it
would be their retirement home and now they would be surrounded by solar farms. Jason asked who will pay for the EPA
cleanup of the brown dirt when the solar farms are no longer of use.

Laura Atkinson addressed the group as well. Her family have also been lifelong residents of the county. She stated that they
were approached and that they told the solar company one energy that they were not interested in signing, unfortunately their
neighbors have signed which will cause the Atkinson family to lose part of their hay ground that they bale for their cattle.

The large group asked for the Board to extend the moratorium on solar energy and to do more research as to what proper
regulations should be imposed on solar energy farms. The Board was given a lot of insight into how the public felt regarding the
solar energy farms. All the commissioners addressed the group at given times. The Board will discuss the solar moratorium
extension during the September 9" regular commission meeting.

ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Moates motioned to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.

ATTEST: Resolved and ordered this 9th day of September 2024.
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